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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To read out a program or a datum which is low in the frequency 
of use among the stored contents of a serial communication system 
nonvolatile memory means when a special condition is satisfied, and to 
transfer it to a work memory means. 

CONSTITUTION: The memory area of a serial communication system 
EEPROM 5 arranged in ECU 6 for executing the engine control of an 
automobile is separately composed of the first area where a failure diagnosis 
program and judged value data are stored, in which the failure diagnosis 
program is usually executed after the start of an engine and the second area 
where a data outputting program is stored, which is used only in the case of 
an external diagnosis device 9 connected to ECU 6. CPU 1 first transfers the 
stored contents of the first area to RAM 3, and the stored contents of the 
second area are read out when the external diagnosis device 9 is connected 
to ECU 6 and transfered to RAM 3. 
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